Postpartum choriocarcinoma presentation, management and survival.
To determine the clinical presentation and outcome of postpartum choriocarcinoma. Case note review of patients with choriocarcinoma treated at the Sheffield Trophoblastic Disease Centre. Thirty-five patients were identified between 1977 and 2005. Mean age was 27 years (range, 21-37). Thirty-three patients complained of persistent postpartum hemorrhage, and in 3 cases there were other symptoms. Two patients presented with nongynecologic symptoms. Mean time until diagnosis was 7 weeks postpartum (range, 0-60), with a mean delay from onset of symptoms to treatment of 7 weeks (maximum, 19). Twenty patients had metastatic disease, but this did not correlate with delay in diagnosis. The mean International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics score was 10. Multidrug regimens were used in most patients; however, 8 low-risk patients had a complete response with methotrexate alone. The mean survival was 7.8 years (range, 1-21). Two patients died from disease. Postpartum choriocarcinoma presents mainly with vaginal bleeding, and there is often a delay in diagnosis despite being under the care of gynecologists. In the small numbers that present with nongynecologic symptoms there is a rapid awareness of the possibility of gestational trophoblastic neoplasia; nevertheless, the outcome may be fatal, especially in the presence of symptomatic brain metastases.